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July 2, 2020 
 
 
Dear Josiah Quincy Elementary School Community: 
  
Over the past several weeks, the Boston Public Schools (BPS) has worked with the City of Boston to 
help respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and agreed to support Tufts Medical Center’s (Tufts MC) 
use of the Josiah Quincy Elementary School cafeteria as a screening clinic for those presenting 
symptoms of COVID-19. Testing at the Quincy School opened on April 1, and since that time more 
than 8,000 patients have been tested for the virus at the auxiliary clinic. 
 
On Thursday, July 2, Tufts MC will cease testing operations at the Quincy School, and will shift their 
testing operations back to the main hospital campus. On Monday, July 6, Tufts MC will begin 
removing equipment and cleaning the facility. The safety and well-being of the JQES community was 
the number one priority when converting the cafeteria space into a testing clinic and continues to be 
our top priority now as we cease operations. Prior to the start of testing, Tufts MC installed protective 
coverings on all surfaces in the main hallway of the building, partitioned-off sections of the cafeteria, 
and installed an industrial level HEPA-filter negative pressure HVAC system in the cafeteria, which 
ensured that air from the clinical area did not recirculate through the building. 
 
Once equipment is removed, the facility will undergo a terminal clean, or a deep clean commonly 
performed in operating rooms and throughout medical facilities, to fully sanitize and disinfect the 
building. Surfaces will be cleaned using a disinfectant with a one-minute kill time against the 
coronavirus. The chemical used to clean Tufts MC is Pure1 which is an industrial cleaning agent 
commonly used in medical facilities. In addition, the floors in the cafeteria and hallway will be 
stripped, waxed and refinished. 
 
Tufts MC staff have also kindly offered to paint the walls of the cafeteria, while preserving the school 
murals. After the walls are painted, Tufts MC will return to the building for a final sanitization with a 
hydrostatic sprayer, which will magnetize the one-minute kill time disinfectant so that it envelops 
surfaces. These cleaning solutions are used in the areas of the hospital with a highly sensitive 
population, including the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), and do not pose any harm to 
children.  
  
This auxiliary clinic provided a critical service necessary to help stop the spread of the virus and 
ensure the safety of our community. I appreciate Tufts MC’s partnership in this work and I thank 
them for being so gracious and accessible to the community throughout this process. I am also 
thankful for the Quincy community’s cooperation and understanding of the critical role the school 
building has played in our City’s response to this unprecedented public health emergency. 
 
For cleaning protocols and additional information on the disinfectants used in sanitizing the building, 
please visit tuftsmedicalcenter.org/covidtesting. Please also visit bostonpublicschools.org for 
continued updates on our planning for the fall. I hope you are enjoying a happy and healthy summer. 
 
In unity, 

 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius 
Superintendent 
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